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t . (currently amended) \ method for producing protein-coated polystyrene mfcroparficies 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) combini s pension f ncoated ppiyst eng. mien rt k with a protei t 
Com » < i i 1 oi parinet i bioat'tmh pair and 

having a si te ft >m 10 a n o h 0 t n is let rn ined in photon <. an ' ! ttton 
\vai^> «ny. 

|bi jdji I '> ! > "fin iHvhi ihtwrfrom ■■(a) 'It § to 2 < 'it* ba 1 Eg th * 
< i r >••«•• -oft* me-- w he re ; • y 1 > to the 

■rncroparucies by adsorption tinder strongly alkaline conditions whe rein the pH of 
mbm > > * t> d JJT5 and 

(c) separating the non-adsorbed protein f rom the protein-coated micropartkdes. 

2. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 „ wherein the protein has been polymerised 
by chemical treatment 

3. (prev ioiisij presented) ! le method of eiaim . wherein the protein i a >treptava1io which 
has been polymerized by chemical treatment. 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the micropariicles have a magnetizable core. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (cancel led) 

9. (new) The method of eiaim i wherein the protein has a size of 20 ran to 250 ran. 

10. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein said coating step is conducted for a period of i to 
10 days. 
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1 1 . (new) The method of claim 1 0 wherein said coating step is conducted for a period of 4 to 
7 days. 

12, (new) The method of claim 10 wherein he pl-i >» i < en 13 and 12. 

13, (m iTh method of 1 im I he n i< oat nsconduct.ee vith a buffi bavin 
a salt content of about 0.3 to about 1,5 M, 

14. (new) The method of claim 9 wherein the pH of said comb.: ation from step (a) 3* adj 

to a pH between 10.5 and 12,5, said protein is polymerized streptavidin, and the coating 
step is conducted for a period of 1 to 10 days. 

15, (new) A method for producing proteuocoated polystyrene micropardcles consisting of the 
steps of: 

(a) forming a suspension of uncoated polystyrene rmcropartieles and a protein in the 
presence of strongly alkaline conditions, to adsorb the protein onto the 
micropartiele, wherein the protein is a partner of a bioaftTnity binding pai r and 
has a size front 10 ran to 300 nm, and the pH of said suspension between 1 0.0 
and 12.5, and 

(h) separating the non-adsorbed protein from the protein-coated miaroparticies. 

1 6. (new) i he method of claim i 5 further comprising the step of incubating said suspension 
for a length of time selected from about 4 to about 7 days prior to said separation step, 

.17. (new) The method of claim 16 wherein said coating step is conducted with a buffer having 
a salt content of about 0.3 to about L5 M 

1 S. (new) The method of claim 16 wherein the microparlicics have a size of about 2.8 pm and 
consist essentially of about 88% polystyrene arid 1 2% magnetite. 

19. (new) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the pli of said suspension is adjusted to a pH value 
between .10.0 and 12,5, and said protein is polymerized streptavidin. 
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